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study. Corpus-based approaches to sign language linguistics: Into the second decade. Birmingham,
July 24.

[8] Kimmelman, V. (2017) Null arguments, agreement, and classifiers in Russian Sign Language.
FEAST, Reykjavik, June 22-23.

[9] Kimmelman, V., R. Pfau & E.O. Aboh (2017) Event coordination in Russian Sign Language classifier
predicates.” GLOW 40, Leiden, March 14-17.

[10] Kimmelman, V. (2017) Grammaticality judgements in sign language research. LSA annual meet-
ing, Austin TX, USA, January 4-7.

[11] Kimmelman, V., R. Pfau & E.O. Aboh (2016) Word-internal coordination in handling classifier
predicates. FEAST, Venice, Sep. 1.

[12] Kimmelman, V. (2016) Transitivity in RSL based on corpus data. 7th Workshop on the Represen-
tation and Processing of Sign Languages: Corpus Mining, Portoroz, May 28 (poster).

[13] Kimmelman, V. (2016) Question-answer pairs in the corpus of NGT. TISLR 12, Melbourne, Jan-
uary 4-7.

[14] Kimmelman, V, R. Pfau & E.O. Aboh (2016) Argument structure of Russian Sign Language classi-
fiers: insights from corpus data. TISLR 12, Melbourne, January 4-7 (poster).

[15] Kimmelman, V. (2015) Repetition, reduplication, and doubling in Russian Sign Language. DGFS,
Workshop “Exact repetition in grammar and discourse”, Leipzig, March 4.


http://dare.uva.nl/record/1/432175

[16] Kimmelman, V. (2014) Weak hand holds and types of merge. Venice FEAST, Venice, June 9-11.

[17] Kimmelman, V. (2014) Focus in Russian Sign Language.” Linguistic Evidence 2014, Tiibingen,
February 13-15.

[18] Kimmelman, V. (2013) Topics in RSL and NGT: how prominent are they? TISLR 11, London, July
10-13.

[19] Kimmelman, V. (2013) Topics in Sign Language of the Netherlands: insights from a corpus study.
Workshop on Information Structure in Spoken Language Corpora. Bielefeld, June 10-12.

[20] Kimmelman, V. (2013) Multiple tiers, multiple trees. Weak hand holds in Russian Sign Language.”
Chicago Linguistic Society Meeting, Chicago, April 18-21.

Invited

[1] Kimmelman, V. (2022) Linguistic research on sign languages and its impact: personal reflection.
CAS Conference: Basic Science Meets Societal Challenges, Centre for Advanced Study, Oslo, Novem-
ber 10th.

[2] Kimmelman, V. (2022) Lexical variation in Russian Sign Language. SILC seminar, Western Norway
University of Applied Sciences, Bergen, October 4.

[3] Kimmelman, V. (2021) Argument structure and morphological verb classes in sign languages. Sur-
rey Morphology Group, University of Surrey (digital), October 19.

[4] Kimmelman, V. (2020). Analyzing nonmanual markers in sign languages with computer vision.
Higher Seminar in Diversity Linguistics, Stockholm University (digital), November 27th.

[5] Kimmelman, V. (2020). How grammar and emotions influence eyebrow position in Kazakh-
Russian Sign Language. Harvard Meaning and Modality Lab Meeting, Harvard University (digital),
October 21.

[6] Kimmelman, V. (2020) Argument structure in sign language: Effects of modality. ConSOLE,
Barcelona, February 2.

[7] Kimmelman, V. (2015) Weak hand holds in RSL and NGT. SKIL conference, Moscow, April 2.
[8] Kimmelman, V. (2015) Information Structure in Sign Languages. RGGU seminar, Moscow, April 1.

[9] Kimmelman, V. (2015) R-impersonals in Sign Language of the Netherlands. Workshop on Sign
languages and R-impersonal pronouns, Paris, February 6.

[10] Kimmelman, V. (2013). Information Structure in RSL and NGT. SLLS Festa, Osaka, September
27-29.

5 Teaching and supervision

Courses taught

BA courses: “Language Variation in Time, Space and Society”, “Intro to statistics for cognitive sci-
ence’, “Semantics”, “Morphology”, ‘Language and cognition”,“Modern grammatical and semantic the-
ories” University of Bergen. “Transcription of sign languages” , “Psycholinguistics of sign languages”,
“Phonology and morphology of sign languages” , “Morphology and syntax”, “Introduction into Sign

Linguistics” University of Amsterdam



MA courses: “Experimental Psycholinguistics”, “Modern grammatical and semantic theories”, Uni-
versity of Bergen. “Topics in Sign Linguistics”, “Perspectives on Universals”, University of Amsterdam

Supervision
2020 Co-supervisor of PhD student Marloes Oomen within the project “Argument
structure in three sign languages”, University of Amsterdam
2015 Dissertation committee member for Brendan Costello’s PhD thesis “Language

and modality: Effects of the use of space in the agreement system of lengua de
signos espafiola (Spanish Sign Language)”, Universtiy of Amsterdam
2012-current supervising term papers by BA and MA students at the University of Amster-
dam and University of Bergen
2012-current supervising BA theses by students at the Russian State University for the Hu-
manities and Higher School of Economics (Moscow)

Course development

2018 - current development of BA and MA courses in Linguistics, University of Bergen
2016-2018 development of courses (Introduction to Sign Linguistics, Transcription, Se-
mantics) for the new BA program in Linguistics, University of Amsterdam



6 Research grants and award

2022

2021

2019

2017

2015

2012

2010

ERC Starting Grant for a project “Fundamentals of formal properties of nonmanual mark-
ers: a quantitative approach”.

Young CAS Fellowship (Centre for Advanced Study, Oslo) for a project “Whole-entity clas-
sifiers in sign languages: a multiperspective approach’.

Description: In this project, I organize three workshops and a research stay to which I in-
vite several collaborators to investigate semantics and syntactic properties of whole-entity
classifiers across several sign languages and in different theoretical frameworks.

Prize for young researchers, University of Bergen, Faculty for the Humanities

Russian Science Foundation (RSF) grant “Managing information structure in spoken and
sign natural discourse” (main applicant: V. Podlesskaya, PI’s: V. Kimmelman & Y. Lander).
Description: In this project, we investigate how information structure is expressed on the
discourse level in signed and spoken languages, and how discourse strategies give rise to
syntactic phenomena. My sub-project is specifically devoted to the means of expressing quo-
tation and to grammaticalization of complex sentences (wh-clefts, relative clauses) in RSL.
The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) grant “Argument Structure in
Three Sign Languages”, (main applicants: dr. R. Pfau & prof. dr. E. Aboh)

Description: In this project, we investigate how argument structure is expressed in the vi-
sual modality and whether new evidence can be found in favor of a syntactic vs. lexical
approaches to argument structure. We look at three sign languages using corpus data and
newly developed elicitation tasks. My subproject is devoted to Russian Sign Language and to
cross-linguistic comparison and general theoretical analysis.

Russian Foundation for Basic Research Grant for “Corpus investigation of morphosyntax
and lexicon of Russian Sign Language”, (main applicant: dr. S. Burkova)

Description: In this project, we investigated basic morphosyntatic and pragmatic proper-
ties of Russian Sign Language (reduplication, aspect marking, information structure, con-
ditional clauses). A practical outcome of the project was the first on-line corpus of RSL:
http:/irsl.nstu.ru/.

The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) grant for the PhD project “In-
formation Structure in Sign Language of the Netherlands and Russian Sign Language”
Description: In this project, I investigated information structure in two sign languages:
Russian Sign Language and Sign Language in the Netherlands looking for universal and
modality-specific patterns in this domain. I described how topic, focus, and contrast are
expressed in these languages and compared them to other spoken and signed languages.

7 Professional activities

Editing

2020-... Editorial board member of a peer-reviewed journal Sign Language & Linguistics:
https://benjamins.com/catalog/sll

2019-... Editorial board member of a peer-reviewed journal Voprosy Jazykoznania:
http://vja.ruslang.ru/

2018-... Editorial board member of a peer-reviewed journal Moscow Linguistic Journal:
http://mjl.rsuh.ru/

2017-... Afounder and editor of the open access journal FEAST (Formal and Empirical Advances in

Sign Language Theory): http://www.raco.cat/index.php/FEAST

10


http://rsl.nstu.ru/
https://benjamins.com/catalog/sll
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Organizing

Organizing committee member for the following conferences:

2022 Formal and Experimental Approaches to Sign Language Theory, University of Bergen

2019 Workshop “Managing information structure” at SLE 2019, Leipzig

2017 Workshop “Argument Structure Across Modalities (ASAM2018)”, University of Amsterdam;

2011 Workshop “Formal Semantics and Pragmatics of Sign Languages” at the Amsterdam Collo-
quium, University of Amsterdam;

2011 MOSS-2 (Moscow Syntax and Semantics), Moscow, Institute of Russian Language of the
Russian Academy of Sciences;

2009 MOSS (Moscow Syntax and Semantics), Moscow, Institute of Russian Language of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences;

2008  Syntactic Structures, Moscow, RSUH.

Reviewing

Reviewing for the following journals: Science, Natural Language and Linguistic Theory, Journal of Se-
mantics, Semantics & Pragmatics, Linguistic Inquiry, Glossa, Lingua, Journal of Experimental Psychol-
ogy, Sign Language & Linguistics, Sing Language Studies, Russkij Jazyk (Russian Language), Linguistics
in Amsterdam.

8 Languages
Russian (native), English (advanced), Norwegian (advanced), Dutch (advanced), Russian Sign Lan-
guage (intermediate).

Also can use: German, French, Sign Language of the Netherlands, Norwegian Sign Language, In-
ternational Sign.

9 Research interests

Sign Linguistics; Computer Vision for Linguistic Analysis; Argument Structure; Information Structure;
Corpus Linguistics; Grammaticality Judgements; Formal Approaches to Syntax; Linguistic Typology
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